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A Study of the Current Status of Community
Residents’ Recognition of and Public
Expectations for the Regional Universities

%1 Yumiko SUGITANI
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[Abstract]

This study aims to examine the interests and expectations of community residents about the regional
universities and how the residents evaluate their contributions, based on a survey concerning the COC and
COC+ project areas.

The survey analysis revealed the following three points. First, the interests of the community residents
primarily concern matters such as tuition and career after graduation; they generally do not have sufficient
knowledge about policy issues. Second, the more interests community residents have in the regional universities,
the more opportunities they will seek to find out and engage with them, and the higher will be their evaluation
of the universities’ contributions to the community. Third, the expansion of educational opportunities available to
the community, the promotion of cooperative opportunities with regional companies, and the potential to settle
in the community may all be influenced by the community’s vision for the university and by high public
interests in the universities.

These results indicate the importance of efforts to increase public interests in the regional universities by
disseminating clear information to the community residents about their significances and values.
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