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Challenges in Quality Assurance in Teacher
Training Course Reform

% Yusuke HORII
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[Abstract]

The aim of this paper is to analyze the reform of teacher training courses in Denmark with the underlying
goal of providing suggestions for quality assurance of teacher training in Japan. The reform was carried out with
the revision of Danish law in 2012 that reflected the demands of national schools, enhanced teachers’ ability to
conduct the courses, and made teacher training courses more attractive to students. The three main points of
this reform were : (1) adoption of subject-based teacher assignments, (2) importance of internationalization of
the students in teacher training course, (3) detailed descriptions of outcomes in terms of skills and knowledge.

The 2018 report “Kvalitet og Relevans i Leereruddannlsen (Quality and Relevance in Teacher Education) ”,
which focused on strengths and weaknesses of the reformed system, was analysed to identify challenges and
support suggestions to improve the quality of teacher training courses.

In Japan, a reform process of teacher training course is also being implemented based on reports by the
Central Council for Education and by other professional organizations. Such reports point out the importance of
teachers’ abilities and detailed descriptions of outcomes like those implemented in the reform in Denmark.

Although some aspects of teacher training course reform in Denmark are considered more advanced than

those in Japan, there are some similarities between the countries.
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