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[Abstract]

The “establishment of the management of teaching and learning” at the institutional, program, and course
levels has become essential in Japanese higher education. “Assessment Plans” are now required. They ask higher
education institution to measure learning outcomes and educational effectiveness more fully. However, the exact
status of such plans in Japanese higher education remains unclear. To better understand this, a nationwide
survey was conducted of Japanese university undergraduate programs. Responses were obtained from 240
universities, which equals a 30.5 % response rate. The main points revealed by the analysis are the following.
First, approximately 70% of universities have established Assessment Plans, with around 70% of national and
private universities doing so, but only 40% of public universities following suit. Second, there is no standardized
name for “Assessment Plans.” Actual plan names appear to differ by institution type. Third, data types and
indicators collected by Assessment Plans include metrics such as GPA, student satisfaction, and post-graduation
outcomes. Utilization rates range from 70% to 90% . Lastly, approximately 70% of universities systematically use
and verify assessment results. To achieve evaluation standards comparable to higher education institutions
worldwide, the essay concludes that it is necessary to foster assessment cultures aligned to internal quality
assurance contexts.
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