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Japan’s University Faculty Members :
The Reality as Seen in Various Data

% Masataka MURASAWA
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[Abstract]

In this paper, we reexamine the question, “What is a university academics?” based on some data, triggered by
the change in the institutional status of university faculties due to the revision of the Japanese university law.

As a result, it was pointed out that research knowledge that appropriately responds to “academic freedom”
and “university autonomy,” which are the essence of university faculty members, has been insufficient in
previous studies of the “Academic Profession”.

Examination of other data then revealed that from the postwar period to the present day, the quantitative size
of university faculty in Japan has expanded and become more massified, and a decline in quality is suspected.

However, recent arguments justifying the status quo of university faculty members and claiming that strong
government intervention is unjustified have not been accompanied by any self-reflective arguments based on the
massification of university faculty members and the high incidence of research misconduct. With the public’s
perception of university faculty members as “unprofessional,” it is worth reconsidering whether university

faculty members can still enjoy academic freedom and university autonomy as an unconditional given.
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