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Does the Self-promotion of Academic Experiences Increase the
Probability of Getting a Job?: From a Viewpoint of the Social
Construction of Signal of Employability
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[Abstract]

The purpose of this paper is to examine whether the self-promotion of academic experiences increases the
probability of getting a job from a viewpoint of the social construction of signal of employability. The data used
in this paper was collected by questionnaire survey to Japanese university students who were in the faculty of
social sciences.

Main findings are fourfold: First, students who self-promoted their academic experiences had a higher
probability of getting a job, although attendance at a seminar had no significant effects on getting a job. Second,
participation in extracurricular activities had positive indirect effects on getting a job through the direct effects
of the self-promotion. Third, experiences of part-time working had positive effects on getting a job. However, the
analysis revealed that the self-promotion of the experiences had no correlation with success rate of getting a job.
Fourth, students who self-promoted their desirable jobs did not have a higher probability of getting a job.

These findings provide us with meaningful insights to improve “university-to-work relevance” through
university education and to encourage students to survive in a job screening process. Universities have
responsibility for developing their curricula to satisfy the demand of society. Furthermore, universities have to
make a huge effort to ensure “university-to-work relevance” through their education. To achieve these goals,
university education is expected to provide students with more learning experience which enables students to
appeal their competency at a job interview.
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