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Issues for the Reform and Development
of Graduate Education in Japan

% Shinichi YAMAMOTO
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[Abstract]

Since introduction of American-style graduate education after the War II, it has expanded more rapidly than
undergraduate education although the enrolment is still small in number. Along with the expansion, graduate
education become to teach professional and highly specialized knowledge as well as to train future academics.
The government has implemented reforms of graduate education frequently since 1970s. The expansion,
however, causes difficulty of getting job after being granted degree. There is not enough number of academic
positions for increasing number of Ph.D.s, while they tend to be less valued outside academia. This less-valued
problem relates to people’s notion that Ph.D. s are not well educated to work for industry and other non-
academic places. This notion is very different from other countries such as the US.A. where Ph.D.s can find
better job opportunities than others who finish only undergraduate education or less. The recent
recommendation by the National Council on Educational Reform in 2005, which insists coursework oriented
teaching rather than thesis writing oriented, may be an important measure to improve the quality of graduate
education.
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