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The Tasks for Improving University Entrance Examination
System in Japan:
A Case Study of the System for Returnee Students

* Yoriko IDA
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[Abstract]

This article focuses on the university entrance examination system only for returnee students in Japan that has
been conducted in the state level since the 1980’s, and clarifies the present condition and the problems of it by
semi-structured interview research: 21 returnee students (8 males, 13 females). It is revealed that this system is
necessary to returnees because they have taken not exactly the same education as Japanese one. However,
there are still tasks in the present entrance examination system; (1) the system could exclude applicants by
qualification to take the examination by whether they went abroad by their parents’ job matter, studied in
foreign countries over 2 years, or/and finished high school geographically not in Japan in spite of curriculum, (2)
in terms of selection, universities tend to put more importance on the results of its own unified-test such as
essay writing in Japanese, or translating English reading passage into Japanese than educational evaluation in
high school. Because returnees’ educational experiences are various, returnees go to Juku, a private tutoring
school, to prepare for passing the exam more effectively. The result shows the reason why the number of
returnees who study at Juku, before examination has increased recently.
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