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[Abstract]

In June 2014, the School Education Law, governing the Japanese school system, was amended regarding
university governance. For national universities, in addition to that, a revision of the National University
Corporation Law modified the regulations concerning their governance structure. The amending act of these
two laws, so-called Law for the Reform of University Governance, came into force in April 2015.

This new act was elaborated with a view to streamlining the university governance, by reaffirming the
presidential authority and reducing that of collegial bodies. However, this reform poses risks to performance for
the universities, in particular for the national universities where all the powers are concentrated in the hands of
the president, due to bureaucratisation of university management, generated not only by reorganising
universities into a hierarchy but also by eliminating local arrangements necessary for consensus building,
essential for professional organisations like universities.
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